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Please find below an outline of current programmes of work and public information from Hampshire County Council. I hope that this is useful.

If you have any further questions, then please don’t hesitate to contact me at cllrc.donnelly@hants.gov.uk 

Kind regards

Chris 

__________________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]Summer Fetes

It has been great to see so many of you at the summer fetes around the division. Unfortunately I haven’t managed to get along to all of them, but those which I have attended have been well supported and great fun. Organising them is a lot of hard work so thank you to those community volunteers who have committed so much time and effort. 


Education & Schools
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Firstly, a very happy 60th birthday to St Peter’s Primary School in Appleshaw!

I was delighted to visit Knight’s Enham Prmary School in Andover last week to discuss with them how we can support them in raising the school’s profile and increasing safety of pupils walking to school from East Anton. The grounds are very well maintained and it is a beautiful environment for children to learn. I will be speaking with Highways to see if we can open a new gate to divert children from off the pavement by the roundabout at Newbury Road.

Holiday Programmes are running again this summer, providing free activities and lunches to those children who qualify for free school meals. You can find out information about what activities are running here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities 

Highways 
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The hot, dry weather has allowed us to make real inroads (pun absolutely intended) on resurfacing programmes. Shakespeare Avenue has now been fully resurfaced, and alongside the new surface at Upper Drove and carriageway and pavement works on Milton Avenue, has made a step change in the quality of the highways around the area. 

Penton Lane in Weyhill has also been fully resurfaced and relined.

[image: ]King Arthur’s Way will be resurfaced from 17th – 25th August, with Foxcotte Road following in the autumn. This has been further delayed due to Southern Water works scheduled for September. This leaves the final road on my “urgent” list as Amesbury Road from Rosebourne Garden Centre to Thruxton. 

When these have all been completed, we can turn our attention to the more minor defects, so please do report potholes or cracks when you see them.


Southern Water & Groundwater levels

[image: ]Following the exceptionally wet winter and rapid rise in groundwater levels, Southern Water has outlined £3.5 million of investment in our division to seal more than 15 kilometres of sewer network in Penton Mewsey and Appleshaw in order to reduce groundwater infiltration into the wastewater network and limit the disruption caused by tankering.

These schemes are important because groundwater entering the sewer system can overwhelm capacity, increase flood risk and require extensive tankering. The investment needs to be matched by clear delivery plans and transparent reporting on whether the work is reducing infiltration in practice.

Our division leads Hampshire in the work undertaken by the Pill Hill Brook Pan Parish Forum to highlight this issue and find solutions with Southern Water. 


County Councillor Grants Scheme reopens

Hampshire County Council’s County Councillor Grants Scheme reopened on 1 July. Each County Councillor has an annual budget of £5,000 to support worthwhile projects in their division, with grants generally available from £100 to £1,000.

The scheme can support not-for-profit organisations and community groups, including youth and sports activities, village halls, social-support projects, environmental and outdoor initiatives and equipment such as defibrillators.



Connect to Work: a new employment route for people with social care needs

A dedicated route has opened into the Connect to Work programme for people receiving social care support. This is a practical opportunity for residents with learning disabilities, physical disabilities, mental-health needs or other complex barriers to receive tailored help into sustainable employment.

Hampshire County Council has secured £18.7 million of national funding for the wider Connect to Work programme. Support is voluntary and individually tailored, and can include one-to-one help, training, job matching and continuing support for both the participant and the employer after work begins.

Employment is not simply about income. For many people it can provide independence, confidence, purpose and a stronger connection to their community. The right support can also help employers recruit and retain people whose abilities might otherwise be overlooked. Information and registration: Connect to Work


Hampshire and the Solent economic update

The June Economic Dashboard showed that the Hampshire and Solent economy continued to grow at a solid pace in the three months to April, broadly in line with the United Kingdom as a whole.

There were encouraging signs from retail activity and some stabilisation in demand, although regional business activity softened slightly during May. Inflation remained above target but broadly stable, while local firms continued to report high input costs and evidence that some of those costs were being passed on to consumers.

The labour market remained stable but subdued, with PAYE employment and unemployment broadly flat in May. Pay growth in Hampshire and the Solent remained comparatively strong, despite some easing nationally. These figures underline both the resilience of our local economy and the continuing pressure on households and businesses.

Testwood Lakes and water safety

There was deeply distressing news from Testwood Lakes after a 15-year-old boy was reported missing while swimming on 24 June. A major multi-agency search followed, and Hampshire Police later confirmed that his body had been found. 

The incident is a heartbreaking reminder that open water can be dangerous even in warm weather and even for confident swimmers. Parents and carers are encouraged to discuss the Water Safety Code with children and young people, including the “Float to Live” advice and the importance of calling 999 immediately in an emergency rather than entering the water to attempt a rescue. Hampshire Safeguarding Children Partnership advice: Water Safety for parents and carers








Useful links for power cuts and flooding

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks have provided some useful links in the event of future power cuts.

Any loss of supply or damage to the electricity network can report by dialling 105. You can also obtain details of power cuts and restoration times on SSEN’s Power Track Website. Their website also contains advice and information on how to deal with a power cut and there is also a webchat service.

You can read advice online about how to prepare for flooding and check The Environment Agency web pages for updates relating to flood alerts for the area.
 
For assistance in the event of flooding call 0345 988 1188 or text 0345 602 6340.


Reporting Highway Problems

Links to report road issues are here:

Missing or damaged signs: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/brokensigns 

Potholes: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/potholes

Tree/hedge problems: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/treehedge

Flooding/drainage issues: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding

Pavement problems: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/paving

Problems with rights of way:

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem

When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference number for the report.  If you would like me to follow this up for you then do please forward that message to me and I will chase for you.
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